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m Could Elementary School Students Select
Appropriate Ability Groups for Themselves in
Arithmetic?

Takeshi MACHI

The purpose of this study was to examine
whether elementary school students(] grades 3 to 6]
could select appropriate ability groups for
themselves. In Study 1, the Selection Strategy for
Ability Group Scale was developed, and three
factors were extracted using factor analysis. Cluster
analysis revealed that 70% of the students
considered two factors, "school records" and "class
contents,” important in ability group selection. In
Study 2, ability group selection of teachers and
students were compared, and 66% of the students
selected the same groups that teachers chose for
them. The results showed that most students tried
to select groups that were ability-appropriate, and
when given a chance, they could correctly select the
groups by themselves.

Key words: ability grouping, selection strategy for
ability groups, voluntary learning, self-evaluation
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